
Traveling on Texas Roadways with Concealed Handguns  

Traffic stop policies vary among law enforcement agencies. Your local police 
department or sheriff's office can tell you what to expect if stopped while carrying 
a handgun within their jurisdictions. 

Texas Department of Public Safety troopers will ask you:  

• Whether you are licensed to carry a concealed handgun  
• Whether you have the gun with you  
• Where the gun is located  

A trooper may disarm a licensee anytime he or she feels that safety is at risk. 
The trooper will return the gun at the end of the traffic stop when the threat to 
safety has passed.  

When stopped by a law enforcement officer, DPS recommends that you:  

• Keep your hands in plain sight  
• Cooperate fully with the police officer  
• If you have a gun with you, tell the officer as soon as possible  
• Don't make any quick movements, especially toward the weapon  
• At night, turn on your vehicle's dome light  

 

 

You can contact the Concealed Handgun Licensing Bureau at : 

Concealed Handgun Licensing Bureau 
Texas Department of Public Safety 

P O Box 4143 
Austin, Texas 78765-4143 

Phone: (512) 424-7293 or (512) 424-7294 
Helpline: (800) 224-5744 

 

http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/administration/crime_records/chl/index.htm

